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the astonished stage folk a comprehensive theory
of universal determinism. He went back to the
origins of life, and, like the Silenus of Virgil, who,
smeared with the juice of mulberries, sang to the
shepherds of Sicily and the naiad Aglaia of the
origin of the world, he broke out into a flood of
words :

"To call upon a poor wietch to answer for his
actions ! Why, even when the solar system was
still no more than a pale nebula, forming, in the
ether, a fragile halo, whose circumference was a
thousand times greater than the orbit of Neptune,
we had all of us, for ages past, been fully
conditioned5 determined and irrevocably destined,
and your responsibihtyj my dear child, my responsi-
bility, Chevalier's, and that of all men, had been,
not mitigated, but abolished beforehand. All our
movements, the result of previous movements of
matter, are subject to the laws which govern the
cosmic forces, and the human mechanism is merely
a particular instance of the universal mechanism,"

Pointing to a locked cupboardj he proceeded .

" I have there, contained in bottles, that which
would transform, destroy, or excite to frenzy the
will of fifty thousand men."

"Wouldn't be playing the game," objected
PraddL

"I  agree,  it wouldn't be playing  the  game.